
Assignment:(History)Class8thU1,U2.

Unit-01:-How,Whenandwhere:-
Historyiscertainlyaboutchangesthatoccurovertime.itisaboutfindingouthowthingswere

inthepastandhowthingshavechanged.Therewasatimewhenhistorianswerefascinated

withdates.Thereweredebatesaboutthedatesonwhichrulerswerecrownedorbattleswere

fought.

in1817JamesmillaScottisheconomistandpoliticalphilosopher,publishedamassivethree

volumework,AHistoryOfBritishIndia,inwhichhedividedIndianhistoryintothreeperiods

Hindu,Muslim andBritish.

Thesourceswhichhistoriansusedinwritingaboutlast250yearsincludeofficialrecordsof

Britishadministrationpreservedinarchives.Theseofficialrecordstelluswhattheofficial

thoughtwasandwhattheywereinterestedin.Therewereothersourceslikediariesofpeople,

accountsoftravelers,autobiographies,newspapers.

SELFASSESSMENT

Q1.Whatdoumeanbyhistory.

Q2.whowasJamesmill.

Q3.whatarethesourceswhichhistoriansusedlast250years.

Unit:-2from tradetoTerritory
Readthekeypointsandanswerthequestionsfollowing:-

 AurangzebwasthelastpowerfulMughalruler.Heestablishedcontroloveraverylarge
partfortheterritorythatisnowknownasIndia.

 Bythesecondhalfofthe18thcentury,anewpowerwasemergingonthepolitical
horizonofIndiai.e.,theBritish.

 In1948aPortugueseexplorer,VascoDeGamadiscoveredasearoutetoIndiaand
settledaPortuguesebaseinGoa.

 In1651AD,theBritishEastIndiaCompanysetupitsfirstfactoryonthebanksofriver
HoogliinBengal.

 Bytheendof17thcentury,theDutchandtheFrencharrivedonthescene.
 AlltheseEuropeancountrieswhereinterestedinbuyingthesamethingi.e.cottonand

silk.
 Theraceforthetradeledtoseveralbattles.In1757,thebattleofPlesseywasfought

betweenNawabSirajuddaulah,thenawabofBengalandtheforcesofeastIndia
CompanyledbyRobertClive.Thecompanycameoutvictoriousandthenawabwas
killed.

 AfterthebattleofBuxarin1764,thecompanyappointedresidentsinIndianStates.
 MysorewasunderthestrongruleofHyderAli(1761-1782)andhisfamoussonTipu

Sultan(1782-1799).
 In1799,TipuSultanwaskilledbytheBritishforcesinthebattleofSrirangapatanam and



theBritishgotthecontrolofMysore.
 ThefinalwaveofannexationsoccurredunderthelordDalhousie,whowasGovernor-

GeneralofIndiafrom 1848-1856.HedevisedthepolicyofDoctrineofLapse.The
doctrinedeclaredthatifanIndianrulerdiedwithoutamaleheir,hiskingdom would
“lapse’’andisautomaticallyannexedtoBritishrule.

 WarrenHastings(Governor–Generalfrom 1773-1785)wasoneoftheimportant
persons,whoplayedasignificantroleinexpansionofcompanypowers.

Answerthefollowingquestions:-
1.Whodiscoveredasea-routetoIndia?
2.WhenwasTipuSultankilled?NametheBattlealso.
3.Whatwasthedoctrineoflapse?
4.__________wasthelastpowerfulMughalruler.
5.ThefirstfactorywasestablishedbytheBritishat_______in_______.

Unit-03:-RulingtheCountryside:
Readthekeypointsandanswerthefollowingquestions:-
 OnAugust1765,theMughalemperorappointedtheeastIndiacompanyasthe

DiwanoftheBengal.
 AsDiwan,thecompanybecamethechieffinancialadministratoroftheterritory

underitscontrol.
 Butthecompanystillsawitselfprimarilyasatraderandwantedlargerevenue.
 Toimprovetherevenue,theinvestmentinlandhadtobeencouragedand

agriculturehadtobeimproved.
 Thepermanentsettlement,howevercreatedproblemsandtheZamindarswere

notinterestedtoimprovetheirlands.
 Anewsystem wasdevisedbyHaltMackenziewhichcameintoeffectin1822.
 Ryotwarisystem wasdevisedbyCaptainAlexanderReadtomoveawayfrom

permanentsettlementsystem.
 Withinafewyearsaftertheimpositionofnewsystems,Ryotsfledfrom the

countryside,asthepeasantswereunabletopay.
 Bytheendofthe18thcenturythecompanywastryingtoexpandthecultivation

ofopium andindigo.
 IndigowasusedbythetextilemillsinItaly,France,andBritishtodyecloths.
 DuetorisingdemandforindigoinEuropethecompanylookedforwaysto

expandtheareaunderindigocultivation.
 InMarch1859thousandsofRyotsinBengalrefusedtogrowindigo,attacked

indigofactoriesandrefusedtopayrentstotheplanters.
 GomasthaswerethepeoplewhopersuadedIndianstogrowopium andindigo

andactedaslinkbetweenthecompanyandtheIndianfarmers.
Answerthefollowingquestions:-

1.WhenwasthecompanygiventheDiwanofBengal?
2.Whatwastheindigousedfor?
3.Ryotwarisystem wasadvisedby_____________?
4.WhowereGomasthas?



Assignment:(Geography)Class8thU1,U2

Chapter:-Resources.

Readthekeypointsandanswerthequestionsfollowing:
 Resources:-anythingthatcanbeusedtosatisfyaneedisaresource.E.g.water,land,

forests,animals,electricity,textbook,transport,etc.
 Utility:-Itreferstousabilityofanobjectwhichmakesitaresource.
 Value:-useorutilityofanobjectgivesitavalue.
 NaturalResources:-Resourcesthataredrawnfrom natureandareusedwithoutmuch

modificationarecalledasnaturalresourcese.g.air,water,forests,animals,ect.
 Humanmaderesources:-whennaturalsubstancesarechangedfrom theiroriginalform

tomakethem usable,theybecomeman-maderesources.E.g.ironorebecomesa
resource,whenironisextractedfrom it.

 Renewableresources:-Resourceswhichgetrenewedorreplenishedquicklyarecalled
asrenewableresources.E.g.water,soil,forests,etc.

 Non-renewableresources:-Resourceswhichhavealimitedstockandtakesthousands
ofyearstoberenewedarecalledasnon-renewableresources.E.g.petrol,coal,fossil
fuel,etc.

 Humanresources:-Humansarereferredashumanresources,becauseanythingcanbe
puttoitsbestusewhenwehavetheknowledge,skillandthetechnologytodoso.

 Resourceconservation:-Usingresourcescarefullyandgivingthem timetogetrenewed
iscalledresourceconservation.

 Sustainabledevelopment:-Balancingtheneedtouseresourcesandalsoconservethem
forthefutureiscalledassustainabledevelopment.

Answerthefollowingquestions:-
I. Whatisaresource?

II. Whatisdifferencebetweennaturalandman-maderesources?
III. Namethetwocategoriesofresources?
IV. Whatissustainabledevelopment?
V. Whatisresourceconservation?

Chapter2.LAND,SOIL,WATER,NATURALVEGETATIONANDWILDLIFERESOURCES

Land:-landisamongthemostimportantnaturalresources.itcoversonlyabout1/3rdofthe

totalareaofearthssurface.

Landuse:-Theusageoflandfordifferentpurposessuchasagriculture,forestry,buildingsetcis

termedaslanduse.

Conservationofland:-Growingpopulationandgrowingdemandsledtoalargescale

destructionofnaturalresourcesincludingsoil.thereforethepresentrateofdegredationmustbe

checked.

Soil:-soilisthethinlayeroftheearth.itismadeupoforganicmatter,mineralsandweathered

rocks.Themajorfactorsofsoilformationarethenatureoftheparentrock,climate

factors,topography,roleoforganicmatterandtimetaken.Reducingthethequalityofsoilis

calledsoildegredation.Preventingsoilfrom soilerosioniscalledsoilconservation.



Water:-waterisavitalrenewablenaturalresources3/4thoftheearthssurfaceiscoveredwith

water.

Naturalvegetationandwildlifeexistsonlyinthenarrowzoneofcontactbetweenthe

lithosphere,hydrosphereandatmospherecalledasbiosphere.

Destructionofnaturalvegetationbyhumanactivitieshaveledtothelossofnaturalheritagefor

plantsandanimals.

SELFASSESSMENT

Q1.Fillintheblanks.

a.3/4thofearthssurfaceiscoveredwith_____________.

b.soilisthethinlayerofthe__________________.

c.lithospher,hydrosphere,atmosphereand________________.

Q2.whatislanduse?

Q3.whatissoil?

Q4.whatissoilconservation?

Assignment:SOCIALANDPOLITICALLIFE-IIIClass8thU1,U2

Chapter:- THEINDIANCONSTITUTION

Subtopic:-Whydoesacountryneedaconstitution.

Keypoints.

*Aconstitutionhelpsserveasasetofrulesandprinciplesthatallpersonsina

countrycanagreeuponasthebasisofthewayinwhichtheywantthecountrytobe

governed.

*Todaymostcountriesintheworldhaveaconstitution.Itisnotnecessarythatall



thecountriesthathaveaconstitutionaredemocratic.

*Theconstitutiontellsusaboutthefundamentalnatureofoursociety.

THEINDIANCONSTITUTION.

KEYFEATURES

1.FEDRELISM:-Thisreferstotheexistenceofmorethanonelevelofgovernment

inthecountry.Thegovernmentatthestatelevel,centrelevelandatapanchayat

level.

2.ParliamentaryForm ofGovernment:-TheconstitutionofIndiaguarantees

universalsuffrage forallcitizens.PeopleofIndiahaveadirectroleinelectingtheir

representativesandcontestelections.

3.Seperationofpowers:-Threeorgansofgovernmentarelegislaturereferstoour

electedrepresentatives,executiveisasmallergroupofpeopleresponsiblefor

implementinglawsandJudiciaryreferstothesystem ofcourtsinthiscountry.

4.FundamentalRights:-.RighttoEquality,Righttofreedom,Rightagainstexploitation

,Righttofreedom ofreligion,CulturalandeducationalrightsandRightto

constitutionalremedies.

5.Secularism:-Asecularstateisoneinwhichthestatedoesnotofficiallypromote

anyonereligionasthestatereligion.

SELFASSESMENT.

Q1.FillintheBlanks.

a.Theconstitutiontellsusaboutthefundamentalnatureofour_______.

b. constitutionofIndiaguarantees______________fundamentalrights.

Q2.whydoesademocraticcountryneedaconstitution?

Q3.whatarethekeyfeaturesofIndianconstitution?

Q4.whatarethethreeorgansofgovernment?

Q5.whatarethefundamentalrightsofIndianconstitution?



Chapter2:-UNDERSTANDINGSECULARISM

KEYPOINTS

Secularism.
*Secularstateisoneinwhichthestatedoesnotofficiallypromoteanyreligionasthe
state religion.i.e,separationofreligionfrom thestate.
*separationofreligionisimportantforacountrytofunctiondemocratically.
Indiansecularism

*Thatonereligiouscommunitydoesnotdominateanother.
*Thatthestatedoesnotenforceanyparticularreligionnortakeawaythereligious

freedom ofindividuals.
*TheIndianstateisnotruledbyareligiousgroupandnordoesitsupportanyreligion.

SELFASSESMENT

Q1.Fillintheblanks.

A.Asseverationofreligionis____________foracountryto

function_________________.

B.Thatonereligiouscommunitydoesnot_____________another.

Q2.whatissecularism?

Q3.whatisIndiansecularism?

Q4.whyisitimportanttoseparatereligionfrom state.


